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claimed responsibility for the policy of his late leader
was to them only a move in the political game. They
looked on him as the man who had agreed to their
dismemberment during the war, who had tried to destroy
Turkey by the Treaty of Sevres, and who had endeavoured
by the scandalous Tripartite Agreement to divide Anatolia
up among the Allies. Now, having failed, he came
hurrying, holding out across the Conference table the
olive branch of peace and the hand of friendship. Such
a delegation might have made a good peace with Greece
or forced a good peace on a defeated Turkey. But
with the victorious, overweening and suspicious Turk
it could not hope to make any peace but one of
humiliation.
To follow the intricate and dreary negotiations of the
Conference would be a weariness of the flesh. All the
variegated texture of the thousands of international
agreements that had made the pattern of the old Ottoman
Empire was laboriously unravelled and each Power tried
to save what it could. The Turks knew exactly what
they wanted. They were determined to be free. They
refused to allow the reimposition of any control, and
with all the pawns in their hands they stood firm.
Automatically Lord Curzon became the " Prince of
Carpet-Buyers." He refused each Turkish demand.
He bargained through long weary weeks, losing nearly
all, gaining sometimes a little, to find that within the
next few days the Turks had decided not to give way
there also. Any assets he might have had, with which
to bargain, were thrown away by the flabbiness of the
Allied Command in Constantinople. Finally he played